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H artley Wintney Football Club was founded in 1897 and played in an area adja-

cent to the village's golf and cricket clubs. In 1953, the club moved to its pre-
sent ground in Green Lane, known as 'The Memorial Ground'. A pavilion was erect-

ed and the team played in the Basingstoke League and, later, in the Aldershot 
League. 

In 1973, Glynn Howell was appointed Manager. In his six year reign, the team won 

the Aldershot Senior League three times in succession, and the Aldershot Senior 
Cup. 

After several seasons in the Aldershot Senior League, Hartley were admitted to the 

Combined Counties League, which replaced the Surrey Senior League. After the first 

couple of seasons and two changes of management, the club appointed Ian Bedford 
as Manager. Once again an influx of senior players brought Hartley success. Within 

his three years in management, they gained trophies including the League Title 
(1982-1983) and Runners Up (1981-1982), Aldershot Senior Cup Winners (1980-

1981), and George Allen Cup Winners (1981-1982). They were also Runners Up in 
the League Cup (1982-1983) and Aldershot Senior Cup (1981-1982). 

During this period a new Clubhouse was opened. David Willoughby, the then Secre-

tary/Treasurer, and Bill Mitchell, the then club Chairman and now President, devot-

ed exceptional hours in the embryo stages of this venture. Further investments 
around this time included floodlights, new changing rooms and covered seating.  

In 2007-08 under manager Mike Scott, the club gained promotion from Divi 1 of the 

Combined Counties League, but 2008-09 ended in relegation by a narrow margin. 
Under manager and assistant Pete Gray and John Condon, the first team rallied, 

finishing 5th in CCL Div 1 in 2009-10. Coach Louis King took the reigns as manager 
when Pete Gray stepped down, guiding the team to 7th in CCL Div 1 in 2010-11. 

A management team of ex-Basingstoke Town and Oxford United striker, Neville 

Roach, Assistant Mick Wollen and Coach Scott Tarr took charge for 2011-12 and it 
was a notable season, with the club achieving promotion back to the Combined 

Counties League Premier Division. Hartley also had a fine FA Cup run that took 

them to the Third Qualifying Round, but the euphoria of the cup run and promotion 
was dampened even before the champagne bubbles had burst, when the coaching 

staff and almost the entire squad left for Thatcham Town.  

For the 2012-13 season, ex-Millwall defender, Dave Tuttle, was given the summer 
to prepare a new squad. However, a string of poor results led to a second change in 

management in less than 4 months, with 24 year -old ex-Basingstoke Town and 

Hartley striker, Ben Dillon, given his first managerial position. Once again there was 
an almost total outflow of players and Ben, with assistants Jason Minton and Joe 



 

 

Lawler, set about rebuilding the squad, but by this time with Hartley well and truly 

set adrift at the bottom of the table. Their enthusiasm, belief and the introduction of 
a talented group of players quickly restored the spirit around the club.  

In what became known as the club's 'Great Escape', the Rowôs place in the CCL 

Premier was secured against all the odds after a truly remarkable second half of the 
season. 

Dillon further strengthened the squad, with Steve Saunders and Dan Brownlie 

brought in to the coaching setup alongside Jason and Joe. The 2013-14 season 
started well and there were wins in the FA Cup to setup a home tie in the 4th Quali-

fying Round for the first time in the club's history, losing out to an in -form Daventry 

Town in front of a crowd of over 1,000. The cup run took its toll on the league form 
but the club finished a creditable 7th in the CCL Premier Division. 

A new Club crest was commissioned ahead of the 2013-14 season, with a design 

that is modern but holds true to the traditions of a village club founded over 100 
years ago. Designed by Philippa Bell, the current crest incorporates several ele-

ments of historical significance. With the village recorded in the 13th century under 
the name of Hertleye Wynteneye, meaning "the clearing in the forest where the 

deer graze by Winta's island", the crest shows a tree and a stag, as well as the rose 

emblem of the Club's home county, Hampshire. The Club's nickname of 'The Row' is 
taken from 'Hartley Row', a former hamlet within Hartley Wintney. The nickname 

and the year in which the Club was founded are also incorporated in the crest.  

In season 2014-15 the club consolidated its CCL Premier Division membership by 
finishing a comfortable 9th. Dillon stepped down at the end of the season and Dan 

Brownlie and Anthony Millerick were appointed as Joint First Team Managers for 
2015-16, with Joe Lawler remaining part of the coaching setup, and Luke Tuffs 

coming in as First Team Coach while continuing as the club's Youth Team Manager.  

It was a very eventful 2015 -16. After a memorable FA Cup win away at Merthyr 
Town in the Second Qualifying Round, Hartley battled back from 2-0 down to 2 -2 

away at Conference South Eastbourne Borough, only to be beaten by a goal struck 

deep into injury time. In the FA Vase, Hartley Wintney broke a longstanding club 
record by reaching the 5th Round Proper. In front of a sell -out 1,300 at Green Lane, 

eventual finalists Hereford proved too strong, but the Row went on to top the CCL 
Premier Division for most of the season and claimed the 2015-16 league 
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title, finishing 10 points clear on 106 points, with a goal difference of +87 and 

having lost just four league games all season. Promotion, however, was denied 
due to ground grading issues. 

Faced with attempting to achieve back-to-back title wins and put in place the sub-

stantial ground improvements that would allow progression, the 2016 -17 season 
under co-managers Dan Brownlie and Anthony Millerick, and coach Luke Tuffs, 

was extraordinary. The Row topped the Combined Counties League Premier Divi-
sion for the entire season, reached the semi-finals of the Hampshire Senior County 

Cup and the final of the Aldershot Senior Cup, and secured the required ground 

grading to allow the Row to take their place in the Southern League South, mak-
ing it to Step 4 of the football pyramid for the first time. And to top off a wonder-

ful 2016-17, Luke Tuffsô Youth team won the Hampshire FA Youth Cup against a 
strong Aldershot Town U18. 

The team took life at Step 4 in their stride, helped by the consistency provided by 

an unchanged management team and settled squad, and the 2017-18 season was 
to prove even more remarkable than the previous campaign. The Row were within 

the top four for much of the season, never dropping below 8th.  

They set down a marker in the FA Cup, beating local rivals Basingstoke Town in a 

replay at Green Lane. Town later responded by signing Hartley's top goalscorer 
and club captain, Sam Argent. Argent's departure was a huge setback, but the 

management team responded by bringing in Rowan Vine, the charasmatic ex-
professional. Vine restored belief in both the team and the supporters; it was an 

inspired signing. The Row embarked on their first FA Trophy campaign, which in-
cluded wins against Gosport Borough and Farnborough FC before going out 0-2 in 

the First Round Proper against eventual finalists, Bromley FC. 

Vine joined the management team at one of his former clubs battling relegation 

late in the season. Losing Rowan seemed a massive blow at a critical point, but 
again the management team made an inspired signing. Nic Ciardini joined from 

Farnborough and was instrumental in keeping the momentum going. Hugely im-
portant was also the strong central defensive partnership that had grown during 

the second half of the season between Jack Ball and Liam Eagle. 

A Play-Off place was secured and the Row won the semi-final against AFC Dunsta-
ble 2-0. Cambridge City had triumphed at Hayes & Yeading FC in the other semi. 

In front of a crowd of over 700 at Green Lane, a tense game was decided by a 

single goal scored by Ciardini and so the Row clinched promotion and made it to 
the Southern Premier at Step 3; a truly outstanding achievement.  
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G ood afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen 

and welcome to the Memorial 
Ground for this Evo-Stik League South, 

Premier South Division fixture against 
Farnborough FC. To their players, offi-

cials and supporters we extend a warm 

welcome and hope you enjoy your short 
stay with us today.  

Our visitors this afternoon are without a 

doubt our more illustrious neighbours 
and boast an impressive if somewhat 

chequered history. They have a fantastic 
home ground which is the envy of most 

clubs and which for me is certainly a re-

ality check in terms of the progress we 
have made and still have to make as a 

club. 

Farnborough have started the season 
well winning their first two games; 3 -1 at 

home to Wimborne on the opening day 
and 3-0 away at Staines the following 

Tuesday. An away defeat 2-1 at Hendon 

was followed by a trip to Merthyr. At the 
time of writing this programme the game 

has not yet taken place. Apologies but 
deadlines are deadlines   

Our league season has started spectacu-

larly well with an opening day victory at 
the much fancied Poole Town, a hard 

fought 1 nil win over Gosport Borough, 

followed by a heart stopping 2 -1 win at 
home to Frome. Frome were probably 

the best organised side we have played 

to date and tried to boss the game from 
the outset. Our first half was functional 

and pretty much unspectacular as we 
bedded ourselves into the game. Our 

second half performance was much im-

proved and even though we left it late 
we secured victory courtesy of a well 

taken Cards goal and ultimately a rattling 
strike from Nathan Smart deep into stop-

page time. Nathanôs strike more than 
compensated for the penalty miss and 

was a bonus when it looked like the 

spoils were going to be shared. 

We are due to make our bow in this sea-
sons FA Cup on 25 August with a tricky 

looking tie away at Baffins Milton Rovers. 
Itôs a competition that we have an affini-

ty with and certainly there is always a 
buzz when FA Cup time comes around. 

We are striving hard to improve all as-

pects of the club and will be introducing 

some exciting new ventures in the com-
ing weeks. We will be aiming to increase 

opportunities for our COMMERCIAL 
PARTNERS to gain brand exposure - with 

'hartleyfc-online'.  
Commencing shortly, we will deliver LIVE 

Match day Commentary home games via 

internet radio - PLUS our own YouTube 
channel showing Match Highlights, and 

interviews; and other features about 'The 
Row' Commercial/Community ac-
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I am also acutely aware that the playing 

surface is not at its best. This is a culmi-

nation of the end of season works not 

being successful largely due to the short-

age of rainfall. We have carried out addi-

tional treatment works this week and will 

fertilise and reseed shortly. 

Our successes on the pitch over  the past 

4 seasons has outstripped our off field 

organisation and this is an area where 

we are aware that we need to step up to 

the plate. We currently survive on the 

phenomenal work of a few dedicated 

volunteers. We need more help in all 

departments from commercial assistance 

ground maintenance, kit washing, cater-

ing and stewarding. If you can help in 

any way please make yourself known to 

any committee member. 

We are always looking for active people 

who can help drive the club forward. To 

maintain our status we have certain im-

provements that we need to undertake 

and need help to get these works up and 

running.  

We also have live planning permission for 

a permanent toilet block and an exten-

sion to the Club House. If there is any-

one who  fancies  taking on the chal-

lenge of raising the funds for these im-

provements please step forward.  

Hope you all enjoy the game this after-

noon. Please get behind the team and as 

usual, thank you for your support.  
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Hartley Wintney FC would like to thank HART TAXIS for their continued sponsorship 

of the Club. HART TAXIôs are  one of our community partners and already have 3 

Nr. pitch perimeter hoardings in place. Their sponsorship of  todayôs  match is one 

of three games they have opted to sponsor during the season. We are pleased that 

HART Taxis will  join us in the boardroom today and will also have the honour  of 

picking the Hartley Wintney man of the match.  If you are interested in match day 

sponsorship please ask at the bar for further information. #UTR  
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Welcome to everyone from Farnborough FC. 

Today's game should be a cracker with both teams starting the season brightly. 
Added spice will be given to the fixture with our boys having beat Farnborough last 

year in the cup.  We are looking forward to playing them at least twice this term 
and hope for the same result.   

 Our season has started amazingly well with a maximum of nine points from our 

three league games against established and fancied opposition. 
Hopefully we have also had a win in the FA Cup on Saturday to boost the clubs cof-

fers! If not we are sorry......  
The squad is high in spirits, the training from Sam, Luke, Mark and Keith is slick 

and we are happy with all concerned. 
Thank you for all your continued support to us ðYOU really do make the differ-

ence.  

Let's get it done...  
Regards 

Good afternoon and  welcome to the Supporters and Officials from Farnborough 

Football Club. 
To everyone connected with Hartley Wintney, I want to express my thanks for 

making me feel welcome from the first day. To Luke, Noakesy, Elayne, Eric, Millers 
and Luke Tuffs for all their hard work especially behind the scenes. Not forgetting 

Colin whose match day organisation is vital and he makes sure all the players are 

looked after with kit. The club runs like clockwork and this is a fundamental aspect 
in the clubs recent success.   

My connection with the club goes back years albeit mainly finishing second to Hart-
ley in my Camberley days. Our matches were always tightly contested and its fan-

tastic to see many of our squad progressing up the leagues. A real testament to 
the club, and the staff. Our season has started brightly with three wins out of 3 in 

the league. All three matches have been different in the ways we have won 

games. From leading from the front to being behind. This shows what tremendous 
character the players have and furthermore the extra push from the supporters on 

Saturday against Frome gave us the energy and belief to go one and get all three 
points.  

We know that it is a long season and as with any good side, we know there is al-

ways  something we can improve, however small it may be. The squad has trained 
well. They are all very receptive and I believe they are getting the benefit of an 

experienced coaching and management staff. 
I look forward to meeting all of you this season. #UTR.  

Sam 1st Team Coach. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

        SPONSOR THE ROW TEAM  

NAME SPONSOR 

Adam Debois Tyler House 

Paul Strudley  

Chris Harris  

Freddie Gee  

Matt Evans  

Nathan Smart  

Nick Hutchings  

Louie Paget Mark Harpur 

Steve Noakes  

Liam Eagle Dave Williams 

Jack Ball  

James King  

Romario Hart  

Claudio Herbert John Whitehall 

Josh Webb Tony Flanders 

Tyron Smith  

Jack French  

Nic Ciardini Colin Charlton 

Jake Baxter  

Michael Campbell  

Luke Perkins  

Jayden Englefield  

Anthony Millerick  

Dan Turkington  

Luke Tuffs  

Sam Rafique  

Keith Benjamin  

Mark Hurst  

Eric Howard  

Mick Beard  

Colin Charlton  

Sponsor a member of the Row Team be it player, manager, coach, physio. Only 

£60 for the season and get a mention in the Match Day Programme. Interested 

please contact  Colin by email: hwfctreasurer@gmail.com 



 

 

Monday 27 th  August 2018  

AFC Fylde v Harrogate Town  National League 17:15 BT Sport 1  
Man Utd v Tottenham Hotspur  20:00 Sky Sports Premier League  

 
Tuesday 28th August 2018  

AFC Wimbledon v West Ham  Carabao Cup 19:45 Sky Sports Football  

 
CLUB CLOSED -  BABE TRIMMERôS FUNERAL 

 
Friday 31st August 2018  

Leeds United v Middlesbrough  19:45 Sky Sports Football  
Wales Women v England Women  FIFA Women's World Cup 2019 Qualifier 19:45 

BBC Two 

 
Saturday 1st September 2018  

Leicester City v Liverpool  12:30 Sky Sports Premier League  
Man City v Newcastle United  17:30 BT Sport 1  

Millwall v Swansea City  Championship 17:30 Sky Sports Football 

 
Sunday 2nd September 2018  

Celtic v Rangers   12:00 Sky Sports Football 
Cardiff City v Arsenal  13:30 Sky Sports Premier League  

Watford v Tottenham Hotspur 16:00 Sky Sports Premier League  

Wednesday 5th September 2018  

Havant & Waterlooville v Aldershot Town  19:45 BT Sport 1  

Thursday 6th September 2018  

Wales v Republic of Ireland  19:45 Sky Sports Main Event 

England U21 v Netherlands U21  UEFA Under-21 Championship Qualifier 19:45 

BT Sport 1 

LIVE ON THE BIG SCREEN @HWFC  



 

 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAID: FROME TOWN  

Hartley Wintney maintained their per-

fect start to the league campaign with a 
strong second half performance after 

trailing at the interval.  
The Row had the first chance on 8 

minutes when Nic Ciardini got free on 

the left and his cross was fired wide by 
Mike Campbell. But it was Frome that 

then had a good spell and took the lead 
on 10 minutes. 

Will Hailston created space down the 
middle and his threaded pass found 

Matt Morris behind the Row defence. 

The full-back saw his first effort blocked 
by the out -rushing Adam Desbois, but 

Morris followed up to force the ball into 
the net. (0 -1) 

Two minutes later the visitors created 

another chance and Kriss Scottôs effort 
found Desbois well positioned to save. 

Hartley then came into the game and 
on 18 minutes Ciardini created space 

for a shot on the edge of the penalty 
box and was unlucky to see his effort 

blocked. 

Frome continued to pose a threat, 
mainly through the promptings of Will 

Hailston who continually found space. 
However, the Row responded and on 

the stroke of half time had a strong 

penalty claim for hand ball turned 
down. 

HALF TIME: HARTLEY WINTNEY 0 
FROME TOWN 1 

 

Hartley improved after the break and 
on 48 minutes a Ty Smith shot was 

charged down after good work by Clau-
dio Herbert. The Row pressure contin-

ued and a long shot on 52 minutes 

from Josh Webb found Darren Bechet 

well positioned to save. 

Frome had a chance on 59 minutes 
when Matt Morris set up Kriss Scott, 

who fired over from the edge of the 
box. Soon after, Frome 'keeper Bechet 

was injured and left the field.  

The Row piled on the pressure and a 
corner on 68 minutes from Herbert al-

most found the head of Liam Eagle. A 
minute later, a series of substitutions 

by Hartley saw the pressure intensify. 
On 84 minutes a Jack French through 

ball found Nic Ciardini on the run and 

the Row striker fired past the out -
rushing substitute goalie, Dan Greaves, 

from 20 yards for the equaliser. (1 -1) 
From the kick-off, Ollie Knowles tried an 

audacious effort from some 60 yards 

and Desbois did well to catch the ball 
under the crossbar. 

Hartley resumed the attacking and on 
88 minutes they were awarded a penal-

ty when Mike Campbell was pushed 
over in the box following a cross from 

Nick Hutchings. Nic Ciardini took the 

spot kick but Greaves guessed right and 
saved comfortably. 

Seven minutes were added and in the 
95th minute the Row finally got the 

breakthrough by scoring the winner. A 

Herbert corner on the left saw a Liam 
Eagle header blocked, and it was Na-

than Smart who reacted quickest to fire 
home from close range. 

There was still time for Ciardini to send 

a long pass to Campbell down the mid-
dle but the striker was off target with 

his shot. [D Graham]  
HARTLEY WINTNEY 2 FROME TOWN 1 

Attendance: 225 



 

 

WHAT THE FANS SAID:  FROME TOWN  

UNBELIEVABLE. THE LATE LATE LATE 

SHOW! 
The lads decided to leave it as late as 

possible and keeping us fans on tenter-
hooks before snatching two goals in the 

closing stages to keep up their 100 per 

cent record which must astonish some of 
the bigger clubs in the league.  

 
What happened at the end made any-

thing before that not terribly exciting. 
The opposition went ahead early on 

through a mix up in our defence and 

from then on their defence played excep-
tionally well to frustrate and blunt our 

attack, and slow the game down. alt-
hough the ref did miss a blatant handball 

on one occasion, whilst we seemed to be 

very pedestrian in midfield.  
It was only when our three subs were 

introduced late in the second half that 
changed the game with Bally, Matt and 

Frenchie coming on and moving Nathan 
forward that the pace and urgency quick-

ened markedly and we began to unsettle 

their defence so  that in the final  
hectic few minutes Nic (a hero one mi-

nute and the villain the next) equalised 
when put through by Frenchie,  

and then he missed from the penalty spot 

with a pretty poor effort, but all was for-

given when Nathan hammered home the 
winner from a Liam knock-down, 

and we all went home very happy. Judg-
ing from the boisterous noises from the 

dressing room afterwards 

I think the lads were pretty happy too.  
Nathan Smart deservedly was man of the 

match not only for the winner but also 
his performance in the second half by 

injecting the necessary pace and urgency 
needed and ridding himself of the shack-

les of playing full back.  

Well as I have said before our wonderful 
adventure goes on and on and we are 

still stuck at the top of the tree!!!  
Next up an FA Cup Tie against lower 

league opposition, and I hope we do not 

show any complacency in going into that 
game and then on Bank Holiday Monday 

is the mouth-watering local derby again 
Farnborough where the result is any-

body's guess, but I am sure with our 
team spirit and commitment we will be 

up for it.  

COME ON THE ROW!!!  

Nick Vint 
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Date: 18th August 2018  

Frome Scorers: Morris (12)  
Hendon Scorers: Ciardini (85), Smart 

(90+5) Attendance: 221  
This was Fromeôs first ever visit to newly 

promoted Hartley Wintney and with Hart-

ley winning their first 2 games against 
highly fancied Poole & Gosport, Frome 

expected a tough test. In the end that's 
exactly how it turned out with a second 

successive defeat away from home alt-
hough, once again, Frome will consider 

themselves somewhat unfortunate not to 

have taken something from the game. 
Ryan Bath came into the side up front in 

place of Kane Simpson, whilst Will Hail-
ston replaced Dan Demkiv in a wide role 

as the changes from the Tiverton game 

the previous Tuesday. 
Morris opens his account  

There's no disputing Frome were the 
better side in the first half and they took 

a deserved lead in the 12th minute when 
some Hailston trickery around the edge 

of the area released Morris to score. 

Hartley Wintney looked threatening on 
the counter, with former Frome player 

Claudio Herbert particularly lively but the 
visitors defence held firm and neither 

goalkeeper was really threatened as both 

sides struggled to create a clear oppor-
tunity. Around the half hour mark a great 

cross field ball from Knowles found Hail-
ston in space but he was unable to shake 

off the last defender an shortly after-

wards the home striker broke quickly but 
Conor McCormack was alert to the dan-

ger with a saving tackle. Hartley Wintney 
had a loud appeal for a penalty for hand-

ball turned down on the stroke of half 
time. 

Danny between the sticks 

The hosts started strongly in the second 

half and enjoyed by far the most posses-
sion, again without creating any clear 

chances. Simpson replaced Bath and 
Demkiv came on for Cottle and whilst 

Frome were playing nice football in spells 

they didnôt create many clear cut chanc-
es, nor did their goal come under any 

real pressure. The game changed in the 
83rd when Darren Bechet had to leave 

the field injured, replaced by manager 
Danny Greaves in goal.  

 

Penalty save and last minute defeat,  
a speculative long ball in the 85th minute 

saw Ciardini beat the centre backs for 
pace and go 1v1 against the keeper to 

level the score giving Greaves no chance. 

With the scores level the referee indicat-
ed 7 minutes of injury time and In the 

92nd a penalty was harshly awarded for 
the hosts for a push in the area. Against 

the odds Greaves got down smartly to 
save and you felt a point each was on 

the cards and probably just about right 

on the balance of play. However in the 
95th minute a Hartley corner was headed 

up into the air only for the ball to be vol-
leyed home as it dropped by Nathan 

Smart giving the hosts the 3 points.  

 

Both teams deserve credit for trying to 

win the game right until the end but 

Frome will be wanting to get their first 

league victory of the season sooner ra-

ther than later. Thereôs no disputing the 

quality and style of football is very pleas-

ing to the eye and just that little bit of 

luck is needed at times ï as they always 

say itôs a funny old game.  



 

 


